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SEE FABLAB, ON PAGE 3

Construction is a new ca-
reer-exploration class here 
on campus taught by Sky-

line’s own Mr. Beasley. Beasley has 
taught English in previous years, 
but this year he has switched to 
teaching construction full-time. 
His love for teaching kids use-
ful ways of fixing electricity and 
plumbing, among other skills, has 
brought rapid popularity to the 
class among his students.

“Construction class helps me 
see different career opportunities, 
there is a lot of positions that I can 
work on in construction,” said Ju-
nior Ezekiel Monroy.  

The class is an intro to building, 
creating, and fixing things, with an 
emphasis on carpentry, and is sup-
ported by a new “Skilled Trades 
FabLab,” which was put together 
in the 10 building over the past 
year. 

FabLab 
Opens for 
Building 
Class
Students excited 
to use tools, 
learn trade skills
By Lalayne Hayes

SEE SMOKE, ON PAGE 2

Volleyball 
Makes OAL Final

Page 12

Unless you’ve been liv-
ing under a rock for 
all of your life, you’ve 

probably heard of Shake-
speare and his most famous 
play, “Romeo and Juliet.” 

The tragic, forbidden-love 
story is very popular in Amer-
ica and has been re-conceived 
many times, such as the mu-
sical “West Side Story,” or the 
1996 mafia movie, “Romeo 
+ Juliet,” with Leonardo Di-
Caprio. 

This fall, Skyline’s the-
ater department got in on the 
game, performing the tradi-
tional classic with an Afro-
Cuban spin, including salsa 
dance performances. 

At both the Shotgun Play-
ers Theater in Berkeley as 
well at Skyline’s own Rawley 
T. Farnsworth Theater, the 
student cast performed for 

SEE PLAY, ON PAGE 5

Skyline's unique Homecoming tradition is been going strong for nearly two decades. See more photos on page 6. 

Titanpalooza Makes Us Smile

After a week of students 
breathing foul-tasting wild-
fire smoke — and complain-

ing they would have preferred to 
stay home — Oakland Unified fi-
nally cancelled school for Nov. 16, 
the day before Thanksgiving break, 
along with schools and colleges 
around the region. 

“I already have asthma,” said 

For approximately 500 OUSD 
students, after-school sports 
came to a potential halt 

when the district cut abruptly cut 
$500,000 off its $1.6 million Oak-
land Athletic League (OAL) budget 
this summer. 

The cuts were officially an-
nounced on August 24, only a few 
weeks into the school year, shock-
ing affected coaches and athletes. 

"I feel . . .  disrespected and kind 
of hurt," Senior wrestler Emmanu-
el Hibbert told KTVU news crews 
who descended on Skyline after 
the news broke.  Ranked in the top 
20 statewide, he was facing the 
complete loss of his final season.

Because of both current and ex-
pected future budget shortfalls for 
the Oakland Unified School Dis-
trict, the OAL, which is a small part 
of OUSD, was told to cut $500,000 
from its annual budget. It chose to 
do so by cancelling 10 “smaller” 
sports, including: bowling, girls 
golf, girls tennis, boys wrestling, 
girls wrestling, boys tennis, boys 
swimming, girls swimming, girls 
badminton,  and girls lacrosse.

Thanks to a $35,000 contri-
bution by an anonymous donor, 
along with a $250,000 donation 
by the Oakland Raiders most, if not 
all, of the sports threatened to be 
cut were saved for the time being.  

"I'm excited because people ac-
tually cared about us," said Janis-
sa Salazar, the captain of the Titan 
girls golf team. 

The district was also forced to 
reconsider the way it had made the 
cuts, because they raised questions 
of gender bias: Of the estimated 
530 students affected 347 were 
girls and only 183 boys, according 
to a district analysis.  

This inequality could have 
opened the door for possible law-
suits for violation of Title IX which 
mandates equal resources and 
sports programs for male and fe-
male athletes in schools.

"We at the district didn't handle 
the situation as well as we should 
have. For every student, athlete, 
coach, teacher or principal, I apol-
ogize," said John Sasaki, spokes-
man for the school district, in a 
statement of apology.

UC Hastings Law School profes-
sor David Levine told KTVU that, 
"To have made these cuts without 
considering the district's obliga-
tion under Title IX seems like an el-
ementary mistake." 

For now, the threatened teams 
have survived to play another day.

Meet Your Principals
New leaders 
are tested team
By Lalayne Hayes

Skyline’s new co-prin-
cipals this year, Ms. 
Pierce and Dr. Allessan-

dro, want to emphasize stu-
dent leadership and voices to 
improve the school and teach 
young people advocacy skills. 

“I [believe] teaching stu-
dents is the next step of the 
Civil Rights Movement,” Ms.  
Pierce told The Titan Times.

While many students may 
not yet know who they are, 
they arrived together this past 
summer as a tested team be-
cause of several years of shared 
experience leading a smaller 
Oakland school together. 

“We have a really unique re-
lationship that allows us to re-
ally work in tandem in a way 
that we’re greater than the sum 
of our parts,” said Pierce in an 

OUSD press release. 
Senior Antwan Adams, Sky-

line's current student body presi-
dent, has been impressed so far.

“They are both really active in 
our communities," he said. "Over-
all as people, they're hardworking”

Both have previously been prin-
cipals at smaller Oakland Unified 

Skyline's co-principals, from left: Dr. Bianca D'Allesandro & Ms. Nicole Pierce.

Romeo 
& Juliet
Afro-Cuban 
reboot for 
Shakespeare
By Tessa Lee

Smoke 
Finally 
Closes 
School

Sophomore Jay Jackson on Nov. 9. 
“I should have just stayed at home, 
but school wasn’t ‘optional’ this 
time.” 

Jackson was referring to a day 
the previous year, when students 
were given the option to leave 
campus when smoke drifting down 
from North Bay fires grew thick. 

Others were more annoyed 
than distressed. 

“I feel its presence, but it doesn’t 
seem to be affecting me as much. I 
know that others are coughing a 

schools, United for Success and 
Bret Harte, and the two edu-
cators even previously worked 
together as administrators at 
Madison Park Academy, help-
ing to earn that school awards 
for high reading scores. 

SEE PRINCIPALS, ON PAGE 3

OAL Cuts 
Shocked 
Athletes
Hurt girls more 
than boys, but 
donors stepped 
in to save sports
By Ian Prchlik

Wildfire smog 
'very unhealthy'
By Noah Mitchell

APEX Credits 
Program Eliminated 
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air quality improved, Skyline, as 
well as all the other schools in the 
district, stayed open, despite Air 
Quality Index (AQI) ratings that 
moved from “unhealthy for sensi-
tive groups” (100-150) up to “un-
healthy” (150-200) for six succes-
sive days. 

Principal Pierce Davis assured 
that if it got too bad that the dis-
trict was paying attention and 
would take action, if needed. “If 
it gets worse the fire department 
will notify us and we will move stu-
dents inside to classrooms and PE 
students into the gym,” she said. 
“So, we are on standby. Us being in 
the hills, we may get things faster 
than the rest of Oakland.”

She was optimistic that things 
would clear up over the long week-
end. “It helps that we have Monday 
off school and it gives us a little bit 
of a break, but I would hope that 
over the course of the next three 
days they get that fire under con-
trol and we can come back on Tues-
day and everything will be clear.” 

lot,” said Jason Williams, a Senior 
that same afternoon.

It would be another six days be-
fore OUSD took the drastic action 
to close all its schools and office 
buildings. 

“The air quality across the Bay 
Area because of the wildfires has 
become worse, especially around 
some schools," announced OUSD 
Communications Director John 
Sasaki in a press release sent to the 
community on Nov. 15. 

"After consulting with pub-
lic health experts, we have deter-
mined the best course of action is 
to close schools and central office 
[tomorrow],”

While major fires raged in 
Southern California and smaller 
fires burned closer to Skyline, such 
as a small blaze that was contained 
alongside Highway 13 near Lin-
coln Square on the same day, ex-
perts said it was the gigantic, dead-
ly Camp Fire which destroyed the 
town of Paradise north of Sacra-
mento on November 8 which gave 
the East Bay an apocalyptic gloom, 
day after day, until rains finally ar-
rived at the end of the month to 
clear the skies.

The blaze killed at least 85 peo-
ple and destroyed nearly 14,000 
homes, according KGO news. It 
was the most deadly and destruc-
tive fire in the state's recorded his-
tory.

Heavy winds and a lack of rain 
were blamed for the statewide 
wave of fires, which sent smoke 
for hundreds of miles in many di-
rections across both northern and 
southern Caliofornia. By Nov. 9, 
orange-tinted skies and a thick lay-
er of haze reduced visibility in the 
East Bay, triggered asthma attacks, 
and drove up sales of air-filter 
masks, which many students de-
cided to wear when walking across 
campus. 

Although many students hoped 
school would be postponed until 

FROM SMOKE, PAGE 1

SMOKE: 'Very Unhealthy' Air Closes School

Skyline students model their air safety equipment. Photo by Zaria Mason.

By Cecelia Thomsak

There have been passing ru-
mors of classes not having 
enough fundraised money 

in order to have activities and or-
ganize events. But, the new ASB 
Leadership teacher, Mr. Kohles, 
says he has no concerns about 
Leadership's ability to  organize 
and come up with ways to fund-
raise enough money. 

Mr. Kohles, however, does have 
concerns that the quality of events 
and activities that each grade has 
come up with will partly depend 
on how well they fundraise. 

“If you don’t have enough mon-
ey, you won’t have fun,” says Mr. 
Kohles of the recent concerns. 

This year, the biggest cost will 
be senior prom which will cost 
around $33,600 for the venue 
alone. 

Throughout the year, ASB 
freshman and juniors have been 
selling coffee and tea to fundraise 
money to support events they 
want to hold. Their collaboration 
has benefited both classes and has 
brought in more money than they 
would have with only the one class 
selling. 

The sophomore class had also 
started to fundraise money and 
Leah Frenz-Schlageter, the ASB 

Unfortunately, by the next 
week, as the smoke remained vis-
ibly thick, even tasteable, PE class-
es were cancelled and moved to 
the theater, and attendance notice-
ably decreased as many students 
stayed home and indoors, follow-
ing health advisories. By Thursday, 
with the AQI expected to surge 
past 200 to the level experts deem 

A surreal view from above Oakland's Mormon Temple through heavy smoke. 

“very unhealthy” for all, the dis-
trict joined many across the Bay 
Area and cancelled school. 

It is not know if school would 
have stayed closed into the fol-
lowing week, had there been no 
holiday break. It has not been an-
nounced if a day will need to be 
added to the school year to meet 
instructional minute minimums. 

ASB Leadership Must Raise Lots of Cash
Funding for 
events, activities 
is hard work 

Sophomore President says, “We 
don’t really have a budget, we are 
just trying to fundraise as much as 
possible.” 

ASB sophomores planned to sell 
at Titanpalooza and a cross-coun-
try race. They have been exploring 
other ideas such as World’s Famous 

Chocolate, pizza places and Chipo-
tle.

From the interview with Mr. 
Kohles, there are no current bud-
gets for all the different classes but 
with the upcoming events, there 
will be more fundraised money for 
other events in the future. 

Students sell raffle tickets at this year's Titanpalooza to raise money for their class. 

“If you don't have 
enough money, you 

won't have fun.”
— Mr. Kohles
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Is Senior 
Year Really 
Worth It?
Promised year of 
relaxation & fun 
proves stressful
By Antwan Adams

Senior year. A year full of pos-
sibilities and responsibilities. 
Every year students go up a 

grade level and when they finally 
reach senior year they think all will 
be perfect. 

They've lived through the in-
timidation freshman year present-
ed. They've enjoyed their whimsi-
cal sophomore year. They've even 
survived their egregious junior 
year, and are now ready to relax 
and finally enjoy their last year as 
high school students. 

But this is entirely not the case. 
Here's why.

Being a senior comes with a 
multitude of tasks. Not only are 
they trying their best to stay afloat 
by balancing social activities with 
school work, they also have a 
bunch of added extracurriculars: 
college applications/ essays, schol-
arship applications, and for some, 
SATs. 

When asked about how senior 
year is treating him, Wenying Situ, 
a Skyline senior, said, “It can be 
summed up in three words: mun-
dane, stressful, and special. The 
most stressful aspects about it is 
just thinking about college. Will I 
get accepted? Will I get rejected, 
and disappoint my family, and nev-
er reach my dreams? Who knows! 
It's scary, but who knows!” 

For many, this new life just isn't 
what it was cracked up to be. Some 
seniors knew it would be hard but 
not this hard. Not to mention the 
rising epidemic of senioritis that 
even the most pristine student will 
go through. 

One group of people on cam-
pus still tend to forget that we are 

APEX, an online learning 
program which allowed 
students not on track to 

graduate to try to catch up, was 
abruptly cancelled  at Skyline in 
late September because of bud-
get cuts.

Three sections of the cred-
it recovery program, taught by 
Ms. Ropp, were eliminated, and 
no plans were being considered 
to bring it back this year, said 
administrators. 

“Most of the kids are both-
ered because we created a really 
supportive community,” in the 
APEX class, Ms. Ropp told the 
Titan Times staff on Sept. 25.

She said that for about 10 
students who were making 
progress on the courses, she 
had secured permission to con-

Credit Recovery Class Killed
tinue supporting them on a volun-
teer basis.

One of the estimated 70 stu-
dents affected immediately was se-
nior Trenton Goldman, who callled 
APEX "a chance for redemption for 
many students."

Goldman said the disruption 
means he will spend his summer 
taking make-up classes rather than 
relaxing with his family before go-
ing off to college. 

“I was disappointed, but I kind 
of knew that this would happen 
because Skyline just doesn’t know 
how to spend their money,” he 
said.

Ms. Ropp said several students 
who had been hoping to gain 
enough credits through APEX were 
forced to switch to continuation 
schools immediately. 

"There are a few people who 
were forced off campus," she said. 
"Most of the continuation schools 
do support APEX."

Administrators said that the 
need to cut the program after the 

End of APEX 
program blamed 
on budget cuts

school year had already be-
gun was forced by underenroll-
ment of students at Skyline for 
2018-19, which lead to a budget 
shortfall. They were consider-
ing cutting several teacher posi-
tions immediately.

"Taking the APEX kids and 
putting them into other classes 
saved two jobs," said Ms. Ropp, 
based on her discussions with 
the school's principals. She kept 
one section of Theater Work-
shop, and ultimately took over 
several of Ms. Morici's history 
sections. (Ms. Morici has been 
absent from campus for several 
months.) 

At least one other teacher 
was bumped off campus brief-
ly by the budget crisis, but was 
able to return to work when an-
other school agreed to cover his 
salary. 

Story written by Titan Times 
staff from notes and interviews 
taken by Tessa Lee, Ian Prchlik 
and Fred Diamond-Escobar.   

They both plan on engaging stu-
dents by embracing an education 
that values critical thinking, aca-
demic rigor, cultural responsive-
ness, and healthy relationships. 

They want students to strive to 
create equitable and meaningful 
learning experiences from which 
students will thrive in college, ca-
reer, and community with courage, 
confidence, and joy.

Over the past 15 years, Skyline 
has suffered from frequent turn-
over of administrators, say veter-
an teachers, with each of the past 
three years beginning with a new 
set of leaders.  

Recently, OUSD has moved to 
hiring co-principals, rather than 
just one, but this has not stabilized 
the staff at Skyline yet. In recent 

“It was time to lift up all of these 
wonderful careers, these opportu-
nities for our youth,” said OUSD’s 
Director of career technical and ap-
prenticeships, Emiliano Sanchez. 

The classroom has various saws, 
3-D printers, laser cutters and drill 
presses, amix of traditional “shop” 
tools and modern technology, San-
chez explained in a video OUSD 
made about the FabLab opening, 
that will allow students to be “not 
just college ready, but college and 
career ready.”

Junior Kaelene Meas is current-

FROM SMOKE, PAGE 1

FABLAB: Variety of Modern Tools
ly taking the class. She believes 
that she can accomplish and learn 
things she hasn’t been able to be-
fore in school. 

“[Construction] has allowed me 
to be creative and innovative,” she 
said. 

For Junior Bryant Khao, the 
class “helps me learn how to build, 
and I plan on building stuff after I 
graduate.” 

Bryant envisions himself be-
coming a businessman, and the 
skill of collaborating with others 
and developing patience will help 
him succeed in the future.

A Construction class student measures for a 
cut with power saws. The new FabLab in the 
10 building allows for trade skill training.

years, no principal has spent more 
than a year in the job.

"Ms. Bianca" and "Ms. Nicole," 
as they go by, believe they can 
break that pattern.  

Last year's co-principals both 
missed considerable time with se-
rious health problems. One left 
at the end of the year, while the 
other, Ms.  Nancy Bloom, has re-
mained on campus as an adminis-
trative coach and special projects 
coordinator. 

“The fact that she will continue 
to be a presence throughout this 
year, this transition year further al-
lows us to make sure that the tran-
sition is smooth as possible,” Pierce 
said in the OUSD statement.

After 22 years in OUSD, the last 
two of which she was running Sky-
line, Bloom plans to retire at the 

PRINCIPALS: Will These Ones Stick?

“We have a really 
unique relationship 

that allows us to 
really work in tandem 

in a way that we’re 
greater than the 

sum of our parts.”

— Co-Principal Pierce

end of this school year, OUSD 
reported. 

“Doing a transition year, 
supporting the kids, the teach-
ers and the new administration 
team is the best way for me to 
wind down my career."

FROM PRINCIPALS, PAGE 1

"Ms. Nicole" and "Ms. Bianca" pose in front above the football field. 

human beings as well: teachers. 
So when they add on extra assign-
ments, it really doesn't help us find 
a way to de-stress. 

“Senior year has been a struggle 
because there is a lot of work to do 
and it really stresses me out. Mr. 
Johnson’s workload doesn't help 
either!” said Jaela Sanders.

Not only are we worried about 
our past and how it reflects on us in 
the future, we are also stuck in the 
present constantly trying to find 
some method to focus on all of the 
areas of our lives while staying on 
top of our work. 

Although being a senior has its 
faults, there are some perks that 
come with being the big dogs on 
campus, or the “upper crusts of 
Skyline’s society” as I like to say. 
We have less classes, staff tends to 
see us on their levels, we hold the 
largest voice out of all of the class-
es, and honestly, who wants to be 
anything else besides a senior? No 
one! When we aren’t basking in 
our impending freedom, we find 
ways to relax, despite the various 
things school throws at us. 

All in all, on behalf of all se-
niors, your last year is your best 
year and is monumental in your fu-
ture, whether it be good or bad. If 
you're lazy and you don't want to 
walk across the stage, then sure, 
senior year is a breeze, but if you 
want to walk that stage, challenge 
yourself, and reach your dreams, 
then senior year is hard, but all 
that stress will be worth it. 

We give you our word.

This model is pretending to be stressed, but 
many Skyline seniors actually are.

Mr. Beasley and students work through a carpentry lesson in the FabLab. 

The reward for struggling through senior year stress is a big Skyline graduation ceremony. 
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Celebrated Music Programs Struggle

Critics rip it, but 
fans love it — just 
like Queen's song
By Tessa Lee

Black Sabbath. Pink Floyd. 
The Rolling Stones. The 
Beatles. Led Zeppelin. All 

of these are bands from the 1970s,  
that you may or may not have heard 
of, were incredibly popular back in 
the day, but their fame slowly de-
creased as new generations got less 
interested in them over time. But 
now there is a 1970s band that’s 
popularity is rising: Queen. 

This resurgence is being driven 
by the biographical movie "Bohe-
mian Rhapsody," which has made 
millions since its November re-
lease, and is now the most popular 
and highest-grossing biopic ever.

The song that gives the movie 
its title went from 87  on Spotify's 
top list to 15 in a week, and the re-
maining members of Queen are go-
ing to do a 23-stop tour with Adam 
Lambert singing lead. 

[Warning: Some spoilers 
ahead.] 

Queen was formed by Freddie 
Mercury (lead singer/pianist), Bri-
an May (vocalist/guitarist), Roger 
Taylor (vocalist/drummer), and 
John Deacon (bass guitarist) in 
London in 1970, and some of their 
hits include "We Will Rock You," 
"Another One Bites The Dust," and, 
of course, "Bohemian Rhapsody."

It was Mercury, who was born 
Farrokh Bulsara in 1946 in Zanzi-
bar, who would be the band's most 
famous member, even before he 
tragically died of AIDs in 1991 at 
the age of 45. He wrote most of 
the band's hits and was an electric 
stage performer.

So, why was "Bohemian Rhap-
sody so popular? Why did it make 
so much money? One of the rea-
sons was the accuracy: The actors 
playing the band members looked 
remarkably like the actual mem-

Admin working 
to support jazz 
band, bring 
back choir
By Jailyn Washington

For a long time, Skyline had 
one of the best performing 
arts programs in the East Bay 

and was considered a performing 
arts school. 

Hollywood actor Tom Hanks at-
tended Skyline, as many know, but 
it went beyond that: Annual mu-
sicals brought together students 
from the dance, drama, stagecraft 
and music classes to perform toge-
thr for the school community. 

The Jazz Band won a top award 
atthe Reno Jazz Fest a couple years 
back, when the school also could 
boast a marching band that took 
part in city parades and a fulltime 
piano teacher who led a quality 
choir.

Unfortunately, while Ms. Awele 
arrived in recent years to maintain 
the stature of drama at Skyline, 
and Ms. James, the school's lon-
gest-tenured teacher, has dancers 
ready for great DP performances 
each year, the music program has 
been losing teachers, financial sup-
port and classes over the past two 
years. 

For the 2017-
18 school year, 
the outgoing 
c h o i r / p i a n o 
teacher was not 
replaced and her 
classes were dis-
persed in order 
to save money 
after mid-year 
budget cuts the 
district handed 
down. 

In August, 
another suprising blow came when 
music director and teacher Mr. Wil-
liams announced he would not be 
returning to Skyline for this year. 

So the question is, what is Sky-
line doing to bring music back? 
The school's administrators say 
they want to reverse this down-
ward spiral. 

After weeks of subs, they were 
able to secure a temporary yet 
steady replacement music direc-
tor: Former Oakland Tech music 
director Ms. Jack came out of re-
tirement and promised to stay at 
Skyline through December. 

Ms. Huang, the assistant prin-
cipal over the Visual & Performing 
Arts Pathway, said they are active-
ly working on finding a permanent 
hire.

“We have made offers to a 
couple of candidates,” she said. 
“A new guy, Skyline graduate; he 
went through the music program, 

Fortnite:
Game of 
the Year
New content 
keeps it hot
By Gavani Gillard

Fortnite Battle Royale. 
Everyone has heard 
about or played the 
game at least once; 

it's free but makes a lot of 
money off cosmetics (in-game 
purchases) like dance moves.  

Released in July 2017, it 
has already passed 78.3 mil-
lion monthly players and is 
played daily by over 20 mil-
lion people worldwide, by 
those measures it is hard to 
find a game that can top it. 

"Fortnite" was not the 
original battle royale game 
(H1Z1 and PUBG are older), 
but the different aspects to it 
like building made it so dif-
ferent, allowing it to catch 
people's attention. It is now 
nominated for four awards at 
the Game of the Year Awards:  
“Best multiplayer game,” 
“best ongoing game,” “best 
esports game,” and “best mo-
bile game.” 

The creators of Fortnite 
also take into account players’ 
opinions are and if there's a 
problem they make their best 
attempt to fix it right away.  

As well as an unprecedent-
ed pace of new content, the 
game remains free to users.  
However, this does not stop 
some people from spending 
thousands of dollars on it. 

With a new “zombies 
mode” that will become free 
by Christmas, Fortnite is in a 
good spot to continue to be 
gamer’s game of choice. 

A previous music teacher leads the Skyline Choir in 2016-17.

has a bit of teaching experience. 
He is going to do a demo lesson, I 
am really hopeful that he is going 
to want it and we’re going to hire 
him.”

[As of presstime, it appears he 
was hired.]

Skyline has added a beginning 
jazz class to create a pipeline of 
students who are just beginning 
music. Skyline wants to create 
great musicians, said Ms. Huang. 

“So far it has about 5 to 10 stu-
dents, but we are looking for more 
students that are interested from 
all over — they don’t have to be 
from this pathway — who are in-
terested in becoming a beginning 
musician.” The new class is offered 
4th period,

Administration is also very in-
terested in bringing choir back. 

“Whoever takes Ms. Jack’s place 
if they have history and experience 
in choir and vocals. Awesome. We 

are totally happy to bring back a 
program,” she said. 

“We realize that we have some 
super talented and passionate 
singers in our student body and we 
hope to make something happen 
for them soon.”

However, in the past the mu-
sic director was not asked to also 
teach piano and train the choir 
and it is unclear if that position 
will also be filled in the future as 
the district and school continue to 
struggle with budget problems.  

The Skyline Jazz Band peforms at Yoshi's in Jack London Square in a previous school year. 

bers, and it was the same for the 
supporting characters. 

The singing and acting are also 
amazing, the cast was great, and 
the movie didn’t cover up some 
things like you might think. 

The person who was cast as 
Freddie Mercury, Rami Malek, is 
an American born to Egyptian im-
migrant parents, a person of col-
or. Mercury wasn’t white-washed, 
something that usually happens in 
the film industry. 

(Mercury himself was from an 
Indian Parsi family, and grew up in 
Zanzibar, India and England.)

In addition, Mercury’s homo-
sexuality wasn’t covered up. He 
was shown with men, something I 
wasn’t sure but hoped they would 
add. The movie wouldn’t have 
made sense without it.     

“I think I would have been dis-
appointed if they hadn't cast a 
POC actor to play Freddie Mercu-
ry, seeing as he is a POC and was 
happy that they didn't ignore the 
stuff about his sexuality but they 
didn't completely focus the film on 
that either," said Esperanza Sainz-
Arroyo, a Skyline student who re-
cently saw the movie. 

"I think that's kind of the rea-
son the movie was so great, they 

didn't make it about his struggle 
with AIDs or his sexuality but they 
didn't ignore it either, the movie 
was about Freddie.” 

However, some people didn’t 
like the movie as much. Rotten To-
matoes only gave it three stars and 
62%. A lot or critics think it didn’t 
do Mercury justice and that it was 
shallow.    

“I thought the pacing was re-
ally slow and I didn’t like how for 
most of the movie they mainly fo-
cused on his romantic relationship 
with a female rather than Fred-
die Mercury’s life being a closeted 
queer,” said a person I spoke with 
who wished to remain anonymous 
person.  

'Bohemian Rhapsody' Delivers

I personally loved it. I thought 
Malek’s acting was amazing — his 
portrayal of Mercury’s dramatic 
personality and his struggles were 
perfect — and the whole movie 
was quite enjoyable and fun. I had 
a good time watching it and re-
listening to all of Queen’s greatest 
hits.  

The response to the film 
strangely mirrors what happened 
when the song Bohemian Rhapso-
dy was released: The critics hated 
it, saying it was overblown and sil-
ly, but fans absolutely loved it. 

At the end of the day, I thought 
it was a good movie and would rec-
ommend it. It’s a great tribute to a 
great band.   

Actor Rami Malek as Queen singer Freddy Mercury in "Bohemian Rhapsody," above and below.  
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PLAY: Shakespeare with Salsa Dancing a Hit
audiences at a strong of shows in 
late October. 

Before opening night, though, 
I attended a rehearsal and partici-
pated in most of the activities to 
see how they were implementing 
the changes to the play. 

In preparation, the cast prac-
ticed every day after school and 
on Saturdays. On Mondays, a Latin 
dance teacher would come to pro-
vide special instruction. 

“I think it’s really fun. I’ve nev-
er learned how to Salsa before but 
I think it’s a really good skill. It’s 
really fun,” Olive Blair, who plays 
Juliet, says when asked about the 
Afro-Cuban change. “We’re just 
learning a ton.” 

In rehearsals, the actors usual-
ly practice scenes or dancing. The 
cast is also enrolled in Ms. Awele’s 
5th period Professional Drama, so 
they can practice there, as well. 
At the rehearsal that I went to, we 
warmed up and then practiced the 
dance moves, first without music 
and then with it. 

It was easier and more fun than 
I’d expected it to be. The dance 
teacher says the names of the 
moves out loud so everyone can 
know what to do. All of the actors 
are good friends and worked well 
together. There wasn’t any conflict 
or arguments; the whole rehearsal 
was calm and relaxed.  

When asked if she thinks the 
play will be successful, Christina 
Quintanilla, who plays Princess 
Escalus said, “I do think so. So far 
from what we’ve done it seems like 

FROM SMOKE, PAGE 1

it’s going to be a really fun and re-
ally cool play, so I hope other peo-
ple will see that too.” 

About a month after I visited 
the rehearsal, the actual play was 
performed, and I went to see how 
it would end up. It was a very good 
performance, the acting and danc-
ing was great. The background 
looked like downtown Oakland 
and I could hear the actors clearly. 

However, the lines were hard to 

understand, but that was expect-
ed: The play was written in the po-
etry and prose of the sixteenth cen-
tury, and is full of words we don’t 
use anymore.

In conclusion, Romeo and Ju-
liet was a very good play. The ac-
tors and stage crew did wonderful-
ly, and it was all very professional. 
I look forward to seeing what the 
drama department will come up 
with next.     

Actors in Ms. Awele's drama program. Skyline Drama put on an Afro-Cuban themed version of Romeo & Juliet.

Handbills for the show advertise 
performances both on campus and at the 
Shotgun Players Theater in Berkeley.

Is hot seller worth 
all the hype? Yes.
By Noah Mitchell

One of the most popular su-
perheroes in history has 
finally received his own 

video game on a modern console: 
"Marvel’s Spider-Man," released 
exclusively on the PS4.

It sold 3.3 million units within 
the first week of release. The game 
has also received an 8.7/10 on IGN 
as well as a slew of positive reviews 
from other gaming outlets, but is 
this game really worth all of the 
hype?

Story: At the beginning of the 
game, the player is dropped into 
the middle of an older Peter Park-
er’s life, who is struggling to make 
ends meet but continues patrolling 
the streets as a far more experi-
enced Spider-Man.

With the takedown of one of 
Spidey’s greatest enemies, Wilson 
Fisk a.k.a. The Kingpin, a power 
vacuum opens up, bringing an op-
portunity for all of Spidey’s rogues 
gallery to make appearances com-
mitting crimes all over New York 
City. 

Meanwhile, Parker has to bal-
ance his day jobs by working with 
his mentor Otto Octavius in his lab 
and aiding his aunt May as well as 
her boss Martin Li at the F.E.A.S.T. 
homeless shelter. 

Along the way Spider-Man has 
to deal with spikes in street-lev-
el crimes, his failing relationship 
with his long-time love interest 
Mary Jane, and mentoring a young 
Miles Morales.

Game mechanics: The game 
mechanics are what you’d expect 
from a Spider-Man game. Now for 
all those who haven’t ever played 
a Spider-Man game, this is what it 
entails: The main features include 

His Marvel 
films became 
family tradition
By Sofia Mae Buenviaje

I  recall watching my first Mar-
vel movie in theaters when I 
was nine.  It was "Age of Ul-

tron," and I had no idea what 
was happening. I remember the 
coldness of the theater and look-
ing at my mom and dad through-
out the movie.  

Nine-year-old me was con-
fused when the post-credit scene 
aired — it was Thanos gaining 
the infinity gauntlet. It really 
never occured to me again un-
til the first "Infinity War" trailers 

Reflection: How Stan Lee Shaped My Life
were uploaded on YouTube.

My parents were excited after 
the post-credit scene aired, even 
though none of them have really 
watched any of the Phase 2 mov-
ies beforehand. I was giddy talk-
ing about Ultron and my cousin 
shushed me when I tried to men-
tion spoilers. 

About a year and a half later, I 
was in sixth grade.  I was a bit more 
distant to my parents, but still talk-
ed to them a lot. My mom just got 
a new job so she was gone most of 
the time I was home, my dad was 
still unemployed though.  

The trailers for "Captain Amer-
ica: Civil War" began airing on TV 
around this time.  It was pretty ex-
citing hearing everyone talk about 
it on the internet. And everyone 
was extremely excited to see what 

running, jumping, web swinging, 
web shooting, and all the fight 
combos that come along with de-
fending yourself from enemies. 

When you pause the game you 
are presented with a map of all of 
New York City, complete with all 

the marked locations you can go to 
in order to earn tokens for finishing 
each task or challenge. 

The suits tab is where you can 
equip each suit you earn in game. 
Suits can be acquired through to-
kens that you can earn from doing 

Breaking Down ‘Marvel’s Spider-Man’ Game  

In the latest Spider-Man, the webswinger must team with Otto Octavius to fight crime. 

the tasks and or challenges scat-
tered throughout the map. Each 
suit has a special power that can 
be mixed and matched with all of 
the other suits you get moving for-
ward. 

Additionally, you can equip 
three suit mods that aid Spider-
Man in different ways against his 
foes. There are three categories to 
upgrade Spider-man’s skills locat-
ed on the tab of the same name. 
These categories are called Inno-
vator, Defender, and Webslinger. 
Each skill you upgrade from each 
of the three categories costs any-
where from one skill points that 
can be earned after completing a 
mission in the main story.

As you swing around the city, 
you can collect tons of Peter Park-
er’s old high school backpacks that 
he has webbed to random build-
ings and places all over the city 

during his many villain encoun-
ters. Every time you find a back-
pack located on the map you get 
an item from Spider-Man’s history 
and he explains the significance 
while the player can inspect it. The 
player also receives a backpack to-
ken that can be used to purchase 
suits and gadgets. You can find all 
these items in the collections tab. 
Missions, benchmarks, characters, 
and move list tabs have what you 
would expect to see in them based 
off of their names.

Open World Tasks: Swing 
around the city and complete these 
tasks in each area to gain tokens 
and gain 100% completion over 
that area of New York. 

At the beginning of the story, 
the player has to go and turn on 
each cell tower in every NYC dis-

was gonna happen.
When Civil War began airing in 

theaters, I was pretty excited but 
there was never time for all three 
of us to watch it over the weekend.  
So my dad and I ended up watch-
ing it in a nearly empty theater on 
a Wednesday afternoon.  

The excitement I felt watching 
"Age of Ultron" two years earlier re-
surfaced.  My dad found the movie 
boring, but I couldn't wait for my 
mom to come home from work to 
tell her about it.

Eventually, it became a tradi-
tion for my parents and I to watch 
the newest overhyped Marvel mov-
ie in theaters. And each time we 
did, my mom and I would be excit-
ed throughout the movie while my 
dad tried his best to stay awake.  
Even at home, my mom would oc-

casionally watch one of the old-
er Marvel movies and gush over 
Chris Evans.

Despite Marvel bringing my 
family together, I never thought 
much about the man behind it 
all, legendary comic book writer, 
editor and publisher Stan Lee, 
who passed away this November. 

 Sure, I would chuckle and 
get excited for his cameo when-
ever I saw a Marvel movie. But it 
never occurred to me that a good 
part of my childhood and many 
others was shaped by this man.

Stan Lee has brought many 
families together and has in-
spired generations of artists and 
more.  Without him, both comics 
and movies wouldn’t be the way 
they are today.

R.I.P. Stan Lee, 1922-2018.

SEE SPIDER-MAN, ON PAGE 7
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Most agree Homecoming tradition is a great party
By Jaela Sanders

Titanpalooza is an annual event to remember. It brings out the school spirit 
and joy out of our fellow Titans. 

During the event, you’d see everyone dancing, eating, getting “married” 
and just having plain-ole fun. 

“This Titanpalooza was fun,” said one student. “[My] freshman year was the best. 
I liked how everyone seemed to be enjoying themselves and everyone was dancing.” 

Some people would agree and some will disagree with that statement. Lauren 
Roberts, a senior, had a good time.

“This year was the best,” she said. “I've usually spent Titanpalooza alone every 
year except sophomore year in which I spent with a friend and then this year with 
my good sis.” 

Overall most students that attend Skyline had a good time. Even those who came 
to visit from other schools had fun. 

Titanpalooza!Titanpalooza!
6 | Features



December 2018 TheTitanTimes     7 |  Features



December 2018TheTitanTimes     8 | Features

“I vote it’s yeet or be yeeted.” 
— Overheard in the 20 building.

— ”HEY HEY HEY!!!!”
— “What, Ms. Ponce?!”
— “Hi.” 

— Overheard in the 20 building

By The Keepers of the Lamp

How do I get my counsel-
ors to change my classes 
this late into the year?

Email your counselor 
and just list down why 
you want to change your 
classes. 

If they don’t respond, 
you can always talk to 
them in person or ask a 
teacher/parent to help.

If they still don’t let you 
change your classes, cry.

What’s the point of 
school if I’m gonna die 
anyway?

You can die knowing 
that you accomplished the 
minimal amount in your 
life and that you are not a 
complete disappointment 
to society.

The point of school is 
to give you a taste of what 
working a 9-5 job is like, 
it doesn’t matter if you 
remember the stuff you 
learned.

Why are math teachers 
so irritating?

They actually worship 
the cult of the Old Math 
Gods and have traded 
their souls for immense 
knowledge and power, 
but I didn’t tell you that. 

Math teachers and 
English teachers are ei-
ther a hit or miss with per-
sonality.

How do I balance my so-
cial and academic life?

It completely depends 
on how much you want 
to be successful. Better hit 
those books and sacrifice 
your buddies to the Math 
Gods.

Don’t go too overboard 
with your grade. Have 
some fun sometime. Fo-
cus on your academic life 
during the weekdays and 
have fun with friends dur-
ing the weekends.

What would you do for a 
klondike bar?

I’d probably sacrifice 
everyone else to the Math 
Gods.

Klondike bars are dis-
gusting.

How do I manage stress?
Let the stress consume 

your soul. 
Get a stress ball, may-

be chill with some music. 
Meditate or sleep for a bit. 
Try to find something that 
works for you.  

A Break Up & 
Make Up Anthem
By Cecelia Thomsak

Ariana Grande is back with a 
new top hit song, “thank u, 
next”. 

For all of you who don’t know, 
Ariana has had a full year. She al-
most got married to Pete Davidson, 
a 25-year-old Saturday Night Live 
actor, lost an ex-boyfriend, rapper 
Mac Miller, from a drug overdose 
and came out with a new album 
called “Sweetener” with 15 songs.

The single “thank u, next” could 
be considered a breakup anthem 
for Grande to get over everything 
that has happened and start over 
in her next step of life. 

In the song, Grande mentions 
her ex-boyfriends, rapper Big 
Sean, Ricky Alvarez, Davidson and 
Miller. She sings about what they 
have brought to her life and what 
they have taught her, including 
love, patience, loss and pain. 

Grande also brings up the line, 
“Now, I’m so amazing,” suggesting 
that she has gotten over the pain 
and feels better about herself. The 
overall message of Ariana’s new 
song is how she has become a bet-
ter person through her relation-
ships.

Here are the winners of Skyline’s Homecoming Royalty of the 2018-19 school year: King Danny Lopez (below right), Queen Fahina Lauti (below left), 
Prince Robert Moreno & Princess Amani Richardson (both below center), Lord Sean She, Lady Maggie Tran, Duke Bobby Nguyen, Duchess Asia San. Congratulations! 

And to all those who also showed Skyline pride and ran, better luck next year! 

Titan Homecoming RoyaltyTitan Homecoming Royalty

Words from 
The Magic 
Lamp

Advice Column

Ariana's New Shade Throwing Single

Ariana Grande has been a good 
influence to the pop music cul-
ture through her various albums 
and singles. She is very important 
to her fan base, “Arianators” and 
to the music industry all together 
with her relatable and heartfelt 
songs. 

Now the music video of “thank 
u, next,” which was released No-
vember 30, was an overnight sen-
sation and broke YouTube’s all 

time record for most views in 24 
hours with 55 million views. 

The video’s plot and scenes are 
based on the movies Mean Girls, 
Bring It On, 13 Going on 30 and 
Legally Blonde. It includes scenes 
recreating the classic “Burn Book” 
from Mean Girls and cheerleaders 
from Bring It On (though the uni-
forms said ‘Lovers’ instead of ‘Clo-
vers,’ like the movie).   

It also features many celebrities 

including Kris Jenner, Jonathan 
Bennett, Troye Sivan, Colleen Ball-
inger or more commonly known as 
Miranda Sings, and Gabi DeMar-
tino.

Overall, the video was very well 
put together and many viewers 
loved the way all of the different, 
classic, romantic comedy movies 
came together.

As of 12-5-2018, the “thank u, 
next” video has 123 million views.

“I made my Auntie a Grindr 
account.” 

— Overheard by the portables.  

“I saw King Kong today … she 
was screaming at her boyfriend as 
usual.” 

— Overheard in the 30 building

“Hey, you want some liquid 
diabetes.”

— Overheard in the 70 building. 

“I don’t appreciate your 
oppression.” 

— Overheard in the 20 building.
 

“White power! White power!” 
— Overheard by the gym. 

“The thing with freshman is 
that they might as well be from 
another planet.” 

— Overheard in 20 building

“I’m finally pregnant!” 
— Overheard in the portables

“Hey Siri, remind me to vote 
Republican”

— Overheard in the 20 building. 
 

Sip of Skyline's Tea

Ariana Grande is using her romantic relationships to make new hits. 
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Pewdiepie 
vs. T-Series 
matters more 
than you think
By Thienan Nguyen

There is a great battle occur-
ring at this very moment. 
Pewdiepie, for those who 

don’t know, is currently the most 
famous and most subscribed to 
channel on Youtube. But this may 
not be the case for very long as his 
throne is being threatened by the 
newcomer, T-Series, an Indian mu-
sic and records company. 

Very recently, this new channel 
has been rising through the ranks 
of Youtube, taking advantage of 
the large Indian population to gain 
subscribers. Coming very close to 
surpassing Pewdiepie in subscrib-
ers, people only wonder if it was a 
matter of time. 

Some may wonder, why do we 
care if some Swedish man is fight-
ing against a third world music in-
dustry? This conflict is not about 
who is better at producing their 
content, it is entirely about the 
people versus the corporations. 

Pewdiepie was there since the 
beginning of Youtube and he has 
worked hard to improve his con-
tent and get to where he is now. 
Even if one may not like him or 
his content, they must admit that 
he had to persevere to achieve his 
goals.

In comparison to this, T-Series 
was founded as a large corpora-
tion that grew only from catering 
to a large population. Many peo-
ple enjoy the company’s music as 
they have copyright over the most 
popular forms of entertainment in 
India, and the channel is the main 
way people are able to view the 
content. 

This is the reason why people 
consider the current conflict one of 
people vs. a corporation. As of ear-
ly December, Pewdiepie has 74.3 
million subscribers while T-Series 
has 73.9 million subscribers.

Many other youtubers who 
support, aimed to help him out. 
For example, Mr Beast advertised 
Pewdiepie’s channel on billboards, 
Markiplier told his subscribers 
to support Pewdiepie, and Gran-
dayy made memes in support of 
Pewdiepie. 

One brave soul even decided to 
send people a pro-Pewdiepie ad-
vertisement through everyone’s 
printers. 

Nevertheless, T-Series con-
tinues to narrow the gap, while 
Pewdiepie has told his subscrib-
ers to donate to charity instead of 
spending money to support him. 
For as long as Youtube stands, 
Pewdiepie will remain king. We 
must do our part to support him.

‘The 
Grinch’ Is 
No Cinch
A boring retelling 
of the classic 
Dr. Seuss story
By  Antwan Adams 

Yet another remake of the in-
credible Dr. Seuss children's 
story "How the Grinch Stole 

Christmas!" has graced theaters all 
over the world. 

Unfortunately, despite having 
the voices of Benedict Cumber-
batch, Rashida Jones, Pharrell Wil-
liams, and Kenan Thompson, "The 
Grinch," isn't exactly groundbreak-
ing or fresh. 

It is but a retelling of the old sto-
ry with scene fillers that don't nec-
essarily aid the plot, but it has just 
enough Christmas magic to catch 
the attention of kids, making a 
whopping $372 million at the box 
office globally.

In this new version of the holi-
day classic we see a different side 
to Whoville, which has taken a bit 
of a turn in events. Cindy Lou’s 
mom is single with three kids, 
struggling to make life great for 
all of them. Cindy is determined to 
speak with Santa in hopes of giving 
her mom every wish she desires, 
and the Grinch was never adopted 

or bullied. He only grew up an or-
phan and despised Christmas for 
its jolliness. 

It's a bit of a change from the 
book and the other films we are 
used to, but nonetheless manages 
to grasp the basics of the holiday 
spirit: everyone is welcome. 

This new alternate universe is 
nice but it navigates the plot to-
wards a specific goal and leaves no 
room for new ideas, while instead 
making tons of space for irrelevant 
scenes.

For example, the Grinch never 
had a deer as a friend to run his 
sleigh — his long-suffering dog fa-
mously did all of the work. The re-
placement of the deer with the dog 
is a red flag. 

Things really start getting weird 
when we find out that the reindeer 

Who 
Will Rule 
YouTube?

is actually a father with a family to 
get back to. Although this is sweet, 
it wastes time and doesn't help the 
plot grow. It is just one prime ex-
ample of the film’s lackluster abil-
ity to give insight to the Grinch as a 
person (or thing) and teach kids a 
moral lesson. 

All in all, I think this film 
could've been great in so many 
ways, especially with a soundtrack 
created by Tyler the Creator and 
the amazing cast. But it fails to 
reach my standards and many of 
the standards of kids who grew up 
with the 1966 animation and the 
Jim Carey version. 

I would give it a 5 out of 10 for 
its attention to detail, its ability to 
catch the attention of this new gen-
eration of kids with poor taste, and 
for its box office numbers. 

Spider-
Man: DLC 
Coming for  
PS4 Game 

trict to unlock all of the tasks that 
need to be completed. 

Crime tokens are obtained by 
stopping crimes that come up as 
you swing through that area. You 
can get base tokens taking down 
enemy hideouts with multiple 
waves of thugs inside.

There are landmark tokens 
where you have to take pictures of 
Manhattan landmarks with Peter’s 
camera. You can help Norman Os-
born by doing lab minigames when 
they unlock during the main story 
and you’ll receive research tokens. 

Finally, challenge tokens can be 
gained by performing challenges. 
The better you score the more to-
kens you can earn.

Suits: Spider-Man has 28 suits 
to unlock and choose from on the 
road to 100% completion of the 
game. Each suit can be gained by 
having a certain amount of tokens. 

However, the last few suits are 
obtained by completing all of a 
certain type of open world task or 
beating the main story. 

Most of the suits come with 
their own suit power and mods, 
but there are suits that are just 
there for looks. 

Conclusion + The End?: This 
game is absolutely spectacular. 
One of the games greatest accom-
plishments is being able to have 
all of these features and story el-
ements and not get particularly 
stale or feel forced. 

With more than 20 hours of 
overall playtime, I was surprised 
that there wasn’t a moment that I 
wasn’t on the edge of my gaming 
chair or longing to get back to play-
ing while I was out. 

The game sets up a sequel in 
more ways than one, once you’ve 
reached the end of the main story. I 
am beyond excited to play the next 
game in this potential MGU (Mar-
vel Gaming Universe). 

If you’re like me and can’t wait 
for the next installment, there are 
3 rounds of “The City that Never 
Sleeps” DLC coming out before the 
end of this year. 

The first installment “The 
Heist” is already available to pur-
chase while “Turf Wars” and “Sil-
ver Lining” will come out in No-
vember and December. 

In the end, I would recommend 
that all gamers play it and I would 
rate it a 9 out of 10.

FROM SPIDER-MAN, PAGE 5

Twenty hours of 
'spectacular' play 

Spider-Man is coming at you.
The new Grinch has a different backstory but it adds little benefit to the film. 

Pewdiepie's channel has the most 
subscribers on YouTube but that may not be 
the case for long. 

Eman Bernardez

Junior Eman Bernardez, above, 
wants to push himself to get a 
higher GPA. 

“3.85, specifically because I 
want to know if I can try hard 
enough to ge a 4.00,” he said. 

He claims that he procrasti-
nates on his school work a lot.

Another goal Eman wants to set 
is to, “Lose the fat in my body and 
turn it into muscle.”

Eman had lost a lot of weight 
since Freshman year, and wants to 
keep the trend going.

Resolutions!

Bryant Khao

For Junior Bryant Khao, 
left, his goal is to work-
out more. Bryant plays 

basketball and does cross 
country.

“I need to worry less and 
manage my time better.”

It’s our Junior year and 
it’s the “hardest” year of high 
school and receive tons of 
work so managing time would 
be a priority.

Daniela Catedral

Daniela Catedral, left, wants 
to achieve a 3.7 GPA and to, 
“Spread love and kindness 

to everyone because we all need 
positivity in the world.”

Everyone deserves kindness 
nowadays, the Skyline Junior  be-
lieves.

What will you 
change in the 
New Year?
By Lalayne Hayes
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By Jordyn Davis

Let me tell you all about all of 
the stress of college applica-
tions. The process of apply-

ing for college helps students to 
see the future clearly and become 
excited. It also agonizes students 
over their GPA, test scores and ap-
plication essays. We hope and pray 
that we will stand out among the 
applicants. 

The anxiety among applicants 
about how to present themselves 
to universities is visible online. 
Websites jump out at us, advising 
students on whether, for example, 
teacher recommendations make a 
difference, or whether you should 
write about money in a college es-
say. 

One website, College Confiden-
tial, offered a seminar in which you 
learn what admission officials dis-
cuss behind closed doors and may 

10 | Opinion

Making students 
travel far away 
hurts families
By Kimberly Calderon 

Citing continuing budget 
problems, Oakland Uni-
fied's school board is mov-

ing ahead with plan to close as 
many as 23 schools over the next 
several years, the Oakland Post re-
ported on Nov. 30.

Many of these schools, up to  
15, are located in the low-income 
areas of East Oakland. 

“OUSD will need to operate 
fewer schools,” the district said 
in a FAQ sheet. “OUSD current-
ly operates too many district-run 
schools for the number of students 
we serve.”

In my opinion, I believe that 

Plan Ahead to Avoid Senior Meltdowns
By the time 
you’re a senior, 
deadlines come 
fast and furious

not tell you in the information ses-
sion. Applicants ask on forums 
what other site visitors -- strangers 
-- to guess or estimate the likeli-
hood they will be admitted to their 
dream college. 

In your senior year of high 
school, with our primary educa-
tion long behind you and your 
secondary schooling coming to 
an end, it’s time to begin thinking 
about college and work. The final 
year of high school is full of change 
and excitement and it may seem 
difficult to focus on your college 
and career. Yet, now is the time to 
be making plans and putting those 
plans into action. 

For those who want to attend 
a 4-year college right out of high 
school, the deadlines in the Fall 
come up very fast. For example, 
the deadline to apply to the Cali-
fornia State Colleges (such as San 
Jose State or Cal State East Bay) 
and the Universities (like Berkeley 
and UCLA) is the last day of No-
vember. You will also need to have 
taken either the SAT or ACT test by 
then. 

This is why students who want 
to continue their education after 
high school should begin thinking 

about what college they would like 
to attend before their senior year. 
Making your choice will allow you 
ample time to prepare for all of 
your college admission require-
ments. Those standardized tests 

can be taken and letters of recom-
mendation gathered before admis-
sions applications are due to be 
submitted. 

The final months of high school 
can be frenetic, with graduation 

OUSD shouldn’t close these neigh-
borhood schools because there are 
people who don’t have transpor-
tation to go to a far-away school, 
or they don’t they have enough 
money take several buses, BART 
or even to carpool to get to school 
and back. 

My personal experience is that I 
live far enough away from Skyline 
to be able to describe how hard it is 
to go to a really far school. 

I always must wake up punctu-
ally because if I don’t then I will be 
pretty late. I take the bus to school 
and back home and there is only 

events, the Senior Project, and 
making plans for the Summer and 
Fall after you walk the stage. The 
student who makes the time to 
plan for college is closer to making 
their dreams come true. 

GRAPHIC WAS PRODUCED BY THE FLORIDA COLLEGE ACCESS NETWORK

OUSD Shouldn't Close Neighborhood Schools 

OUSD Superintendent Kyla Johnson-Trammell is supporting school closures in Oakland.

one bus that goes up here from my 
house.

Most parents I know prefer to 
have their children go to the near-
est schools from their house be-
cause it’s easier to access transpor-
tation. Additionally, many working 
parents don’t have enough time to 
pick up their children from a really 
far-away school.

Students also lose a lot of time 
traveling to distant schools, which 
they could be use on homework, 
sports or other healthy activities.

Parents find it harder to con-
nect with their chidren's teachers, 
or even get to back-to-school night 
and other school activities.

I am also concerned that the 
schools that stay open will be over-
crowded, giving so much stress for 
the teachers and students, who al-
ready have a busy schedule.  

Many outside agencies are pres-
suring the district to close Oakland 

schools because of declining en-
rollment. They suggest consolidat-
ing students into fewer total cam-
puses, and sell school property to 
raise funds. 

A state-financed and created 
nonprofit called Fiscal Crisis and 
Management Assistance Team, 
which has been pushing  for school 
closures in Oakland almost for 20 
years, said the Post, as has a state-
appointed trustee who has  the au-
thority to block district budget de-
cisions. 

The Alameda County Office of 
Education, and pro-charter school 
groups like GO Public Schools, 
which stand to reap the benefits of 
the downsizing, also support the 
closures, according to the Oakland 
Post. 

“This policy is heavily backed 
by charter school groups because it 
makes way for more charter school 
growth,” Mona Lisa Trevino, a par-
ent and public school advocate, 
told the newspaper. 

The paper reported that OUSD 
lis planniing to close at least one 
high school in East Oakland, six  
middle schools, 17 elementry and 
K-8 schools (including 14 in East 
Oakland, two in central Oakland 
and one in West Oakland).

[OUSD currently directly runs 
86 schools. Another 45 charter 
schools operate in the city, fund-
ed by taxpayer money but run by 
private companies, nonprofit or-
ganizatins or groups of people. 
The district's enrollment has de-
clined from approximately 54,000 
to 37,000 students in the past 15 
years.] 

I understand that the district 
has to save money, but for all the 
reasons I have given, these neigh-
borhood schools (or the nearest 
schools to these people) shouldn’t 
be closed at all, because it’s real-
ly hard on the students and their 
families. In this OUSD graphic from 2015, schools are identified by different shapes depending on what grades they teach. Many will be closed if the current plan is implemented.  

Many working parents 
don't have enough 

time to pick up their 
children from a really 

far-away school.
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No, they are too 
stressful, and 
unnecessary 
at this stage 

By Alia Mesker-Irwin

At the end of the school year, 
you students have to take fi-
nals in their classes to show 

that they learned the content and 
really understand it. The final 
exam is an opportunity for stu-
dents to boost their grade by put-
ting that knowledge into practice 
on a test. 

Many people on the internet 
have different opinions on whether 
students should have finals. Some 
say that high schoolers should, be-
cause they need to see if they actu-
ally learned and understood what 
the teachers taught. 

Finals are a part of life that ev-
ery teenager has to face on their 
high school and college journey. 

Some people think if you can’t 
handle finals, then you can’t han-
dle bigger stressors down the road. 
Exams are meant to measure the 
student’s academic performance, 
and see if they improved or wors-
ened with their knowledge. 

At the end of the year, a final 
exam can show the teacher how 
much you have learned, and how 
prepared you are to move on to the 
advanced subject.

A lot of students think finals 
are very stressful and unnecessary. 

Improve 
the Food
And please make 
enough of it for all
By Thienan Nguyen

We need better food on 
this campus. It’s as sim-
ple as that. How can stu-

dents be expected to learn well if 
we aren’t fed well?

Let’s get one thing clear. I have 
nothing against the chefs, they are 
doing their best to feed the stu-
dents. I can sympathize with them. 

The problem I have is with the 
food itself. Not only is the food un-
healthy, it’s not even good. In all 
honesty, it all tastes like cardboard. 
I asked my classmate, Sofia Mae 
Buenviaje about the food. 

“The food’s OK, but honestly I 
always grab the pizza because it’s 
the safest choice because the usual 
options are disgusting or unappe-
tizing,” she said. 

I am sure that many other stu-
dents agree with this opinion. 
Sometimes that is all we students 
have to eat. Either that or our own 
food. We aren’t allowed to order 
anything, so most students just end 
up eating the cafeteria food, or an 
array of chips and snacks available 
for sale, or just decide not to eat in 
general.

Another issue I have regarding 
the school meals is the availability. 
There never seems to be enough 
food and by the end of lunch, all 
that’s left are salads or some oth-
er junk. In my opinion, a school 
should not be able to run out of 
food. 

Some students may not have 
time to get food at the beginning of 
lunch and have some extra of the 
edible food would be appreciated. 

I don’t have very high hopes for 
the school to resolve this issue, but 
I would appreciate it if they put 
some thought into it.

Can we at least 
have soap 
and paper?
By Kimberley Calderon

Once again the school bath-
rooms are a mess. Custodi-
ans are trying their hardest 

to keep them clean, but there isn’t 
enough help to clean them every-
day! 

Students have commented on 
how uncomfortable it is to use the 
bathrooms at school because of 
how nasty it is. There usually isn’t 
any toilet paper, and no towels and 
soap, either. 

A Freshman girl, who wished 
to remain anonymous,  asked me,  

Should High Schoolers Even Have Finals?

Finals means a lot of studying for 
every class which causes a lot of 
stress for the students. 

“Anxiety at a certain level en-
hances performance, and then 
when it continues to increase, per-
formance decreases,” said Greg 
Elles, director of counseling and 
psychological services at Cornell.  

Meaning the more you stress 
about what your learning when 
your studying or when your stress-
ing during the test, the outcome of 
your test score can decrease due to 

the stress/anxiety levels. 
“Well I don’t really know be-

cause I’ve never taken one before, 
but I’m terrified, so no,” says Aila 
Kaluhiokalani, a Skyline freshman. 

Many high schoolers dislike fi-
nals because it can really affect 
their final grade in a class. In many 
classes the final may be worth fifty 
percent of the students grade.

 The final grade in a class for up-
perclassmen is even more impor-
tant because it will be part of their 
overall GPA which can affect what 
colleges students can apply to and 
their ability to get scholarships.

Students must get a certain 
grade in a class or maintain a par-
ticular overall GPA in order to be 
accepted to the college or be able 
to apply.

In my opinion, finals are stu-
dent’s worst nightmares and un-
necessary for them to take. Finals 
cause lots and lots of stress and 
studying. Kids have to make it their 
first priority over everything to 
make sure they get a good grade 
and won’t fail. 

College students take a test. 

Scandalous 
Bathrooms!

“Why is there a tampon and pad 
dispenser if it doesn’t work or have 
any at all?” 

Another Freshman classmate, a 
boy, had questions, also: “Why are 
the urinals broken? Some people 
got to pee!”

Sometimes, some of the bath-
rooms are broken down or vandal-
ized so they have to close them for 
the whole day! Also, there are com-
plaints on how the bathrooms are 
not open until 8:05, when every-
body is already in class; students 
need to use them before school! 

On the other hand, many of 
these problems are caused by stu-
dents themselves, because they 
don’t treat the bathrooms well. 
People smoke and leave their weed 
all over the place, and urinate and 
poop on the toilet seats or on the 

This pretty sink is NOT in a Skyline bathroom. It is in a girls school in Australia. 

floor . . . like, really?? Do you do 
this at home?! 

Students need to be mindful of 
how they treat the bathrooms be-
cause I bet that they’re also com-
plaining about them. too. 

All of the students are com-
plaining about how dark the bath-
rooms are, and how there should 
be air fresheners in each one. 

I believe that if we paint the 

bathrooms a nicer and brighter 
color, they wouldn't look too ugly. 

All I am trying to say is that we 
should improve our bathrooms and 
clean them up as well. To all of the 
students, we should all be mind-
ful that everyone needs to use the 
bathrooms. Don’t mess them up!

And admin, can we remodel 
these bathrooms, and have them 
maintained throughout the day?

More Classroom Supplies Needed
Yes, they cost 
money, but 
schools can't 
assume students  
can afford them
By Essence Burroughs

I believe that Skyline needs to 
provide teachers and students 
with more school supplies. The 

lack of resources we have is hinder-
ing the students from being able to 
complete certain tasks. 

For example, in my math class 
many students have asked for sup-
plies like calculators, but my math 
teacher didn’t have enough. 

Some may argue that students 
should bring their own supplies, 
but this is assuming that every-
one can afford them. School sup-
plies are essential for the success of 
students education, and many stu-

dents can't pay for them.  
As a school district, we should 

do better in offering resources that 
are necessary for the students to 
succeed. According to an August 
9 article on EdSource, Oakland's 
school district is planning to cut 
another $400,000 from the bud-
gets for books and supplies. 

People wonder why students 
are struggling in school, but don’t 
stop to think that the lack of sup-
port can be one of the causes. 

We should stop and ask our-
selves: Why are students expected 
to come to school ready to learn, if 
their school doesn’t even have the 
necessary supplies to help them in 
that process? 

Exactly, they shouldn’t, be-
cause they should be able to come 
to school and have all their needs 
met. I feel as though they expect 
so much from the students, but in-
stead, the administration should 
be trying to figure out what they 
can do to benefit the students — 

especially, when it comes to some-
thing so basic as school supplies. 

I understand that this will cost 
a lot of money for our school to be 
able to provide this for every stu-
dent, but I think it is very impor-
tant that is met. If the school hon-
estly cares about the future of its 

Did You Know?
There’s just a single dollar spent 
on food in the average U.S. school 
lunch. 

The other costs of running a food 
service operation—labor, mainly, plus 
equipment, supplies, maintenance, 
transportation, utilities, and 
more—bring the total to somewhere 
between two and three dollars spent 
on that meal, whether you get it free, 
at a reduced price, or pay full.

Currently, the federal government 
gives states $2.47 cents to subsidize 
(pay for) the National School Lunch 
Program, which feeds 30 million 
students in 100,000 schools each 
day. 

That's 4.9 billion lunches served 
each year. 

students, they will make sure they 
do what the can to provide these 
basic resources. 

Skyline students will be your fu-
ture leaders of world, so it is your 
job as educators to make sure we 
are well equipped to lead the world 
to a brighter future.

Want to be heard? Need to get something off your chest? 
Send your opinion submissions to Titan Times Editors via christopher.scheer@ousd.
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Fall Sports Recap
Football 

The football team is 3-5 so far 
under the eye of first-year 
Head Coach Jordan Seiden 

who took over the program from 
former head coach Joe Bates. 

The first game for football was 
Skyline vs. Swett (Crockett) where 
the Titans were victorious winning 
38-12.      

They followed up with anoth-
er strong performance against the 
Mills Vikings (Millbrae), winning 
34-13.

Following these two big wins, 
the Titans had two close home 
losses to Sequoia (Redwood City) 
and Alameda. 

In the final non-league game, 
the Titans were awarded a forfeit 
win versus Hayward after an un-
known number of Hayward foot-
ball players were suspended for 
disciplinary reasons.  

The football team was heading 
for a  tough year in the OAL league 
with both JV and Varsity going 0-3 
in their first three games.

Heading into a big game versus 
Fremont High at Curt Flood Field. 
The Titans took care of fremont,  
shutting them out 18-0.  

The team was then faced with 
a win-or-go-home situation when 
they squared off with Oakland 
High. The winner would make the 
OAL playoffs where they will likely 
have a tough first-round opponent 
in the defending state champion 
McClymonds.  

The Titans were not able to es-
cape the Wildcats defense that suf-
focated the Skyline offense and 
forced multiple turnovers through 
the night.  

The Wildcats would eventually 
lose to Mcclymonds in the Silver 
Bowl 38-0.

X-Country 

The cross-country team 
looked to continue its domi-
nance in the OAL this year as 

they have won 34 boys titles since 
1964, and 27 girls titles since 1978. 

While cross-country does not 
keep records like other sports and 
therefore is harder to track, the Ti-
tans have a good program going, as 
evidenced in the number of cham-
pionships they have won.  

Currently, the top female run-
ner is Junior Eleanor Wikstrom. 
She has run 18:18 (18 minutes and 
18 seconds) for 5000 meters (just 
over 3 miles) and 17:01 for 3 miles. 
This ranks her 41st in the nation!

 Eleanor is currently the school 
record-holder in both of these 
events.  

The fastest male runner this 
season is senior Leonardo Bren-
nan.  He has run 16:45 for 5000 
meters, currently the fastest time 
for that distance in the OAL.

Girls Golf  

It was a successful season for the 
girls golf team, led by Senior 
Janissa Salazar.  
In the regular season the team 

was 5-2 this year, including a five-
game win streak to finish the sea-
son strong.  

The two losses came against 
tough opponents; the first at Cas-
tro Valley, where they lost 233-324 

195 and  then four straight wins 
against Oakland Tech, by scores 
of 216-252, 310-342, 298-327, and 
586-639.  

The team's top golfer is Janissa, 
who has averaged a score of 42.5 
on 9-hole courses, with a best of 
35 and an average of 91 on 18-hole 
courses, according to stats provid-
ed via maxpreps.com. 

Girls 
Volleyball

The Skyline Titans girls vol-
leyball team had a terrific 
season going 12-7, over a 60 

percent winning percentage. They 
were one of the most successful 
fall sports (boys or girls) this year. 
Heading into the playoffs, they 
held the top spot in the league with 
a 10-0 regular season record.

The Titans won all 10 of their 
league games while having good 
home-road splits, going 6-3 at 
home, 5-3 away, and 1-1 while 
playing at neutral sites (including 
non-league matches).  

This 10-game win streak could 
not have come at a better time in 
the season after the titans started 
0-4 in non-league games against 
Berkeley, Pittsburgh,  Encinal, and 
Alameda.  

Regardless of winning or losing, 
OAL Coach of the Year winner Eri-
ca Hansen says her main priorities 
for the team are, “To make sure all 
players have a positive experience 
throughout the season and are 
staying competitive.”  

This emphasis on positivity 
and competitiveness have certain-
ly paid off as the team worked to 
try and win a championship. Ms. 
Hansen said the team’s leaders and 
captains were Chanel Mao, a ju-
nior, and Melesungu Ofa, a senior. 
Melesunga also earned the OAL 
“All-League Most Valuable Player” 
award, as well. 

The team had especially close 
games with Oakland Tech, a well-
known rival who they would face 
in the upcoming playoffs. Last 
year, Skyline’s season ended at 
the hands of the Bulldogs and the 
Titans seemed to be on a crash 

course for some big games against 
them again this year. 

Sure enough, on October 16,  in 
the OAL playoffs, the Lady Titans 
faced off against the Oakland High 
Wildcats in a semi-final match and 
dominated, winning three games 
to zero, setting up a Skyline-Tech 
final two days later. In a major set-
back, however, team setter Chanel 
broke her finger before the game 
started, and the Titans went on to 
lose, three games to one.

Luckily, this loss was not the 
end of the season for the aspiring 
young ladies, as the playoff struc-
ture would give them a second 
chance effort to get back to the 
championship and have another 
shot at Tech. On October 25, the 
OAL finals were held at Laney Col-
lege, with a Titans-Bulldogs re-
match. Again, though, Tech proved 
too powerful, and they took the 
match.

Despite the disappointing end, 
the season was a big improvement 
from last year’s, when the team 
went 11-14.   

Skyline serves are a blur.

The team honors its seniors with posters along the gym wall signed by teammates.

The JV Football team lines up under the lights.

A Skyline quarterback releases a pass attempt at a home game.

Team photos of this year's varsity football team, above, and the cheer squad, right. 

By Ian Prchlik, Gavani Gillard, Makalah Sampson & Joshua Robertson. Photos by Leroy Yau

(in golf, a higher score is worse) 
and an extremely close match at 
Moreau Catholic of Hayward, los-
ing 217-231.

Both games were against good 
teams and since returning home 
the girls fared much better. 

Following the two losses they 
won five straight against Holy 
Names of Oakland, winning 176-


